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Status of Legislation

In the 1st session of the 41st Parliament, the Government
introduced the bills listed below. If you would like information on
any of these bills, please contact one of my offices.

HOW A BILL BECOMES LAW

e Introduction and First Reading: The bill is introduced in the
House and is assigned a number and printed.

e Second Reading: The principle of the bill is debated and the bill
is referred to a committee for more detailed study.

¢ Committee Consideration: After a detailed analysis of the bill,
often involving hearing witnesses and clause-by-clause study,
the committee reports the bill back to the House of Commons.

e Report Stage: The bill, as passed by the committee, is
considered by the House and further amendments can be
proposed and debated.

e Third Reading: the bill, as adopted at the report stage, is
debated a final time. Debate focuses on the final form of the bill.

e Passage and Royal Assent: If the bill is passed at third
reading, it is sent to the Senate where it will follow a similar
process . Once passed by both Chambers, it is presented for
Royal Assent. The Governor General, or one of his deputies,
gives the bill Royal Assent, on behalf of the Queen, and the bill
becomes an Act of Parliament, one of the Statutes of Canada.

BILL NAME STATUS

C-2 Fair and Efficient Criminal Trials Act Royal Assent

C-3 Supporting Vulnerable Seniors and Strengthening Royal Assent
Canada’s Economy Act

C-4 Preventing Human Smugglers from Abusing Canada’s 2nd Reading
Immigration System Act

C-5  Continuing Air Service for Passengers Act 1st Reading

C-6 Restoring Mail Delivery for Canadians Act Royal Assent

C-7  Senate Reform Act 1st Reading

C-8 Appropriation Act No. 1, 2011-2012 Royal Assent

C-9 Appropriation Act No. 2, 2011-2012 Royal Assent

Hon. Lynne Yelich, PC, MP



Dear Friend,

7 want to thank the constituents of
Blackstrap for their continued support
extended in the recent election. 7 am
deeply honoured and fiumbled to represent you in Ottawa. 7
was also honoured to be re-appointed as Minister for Western
Fronomic Diversification - this additional responsipility
includes serving on the Treasury Board and Social Affairs
Cabinet Committees.

On May 2nda, Canadians gave us a strong mandate (o secure
our economic recovery and implement our low-tax plan to
create jots and economic growth.

That is why our Government fias re-introduced and passed the
Next Phase of Canadals Fconomic Action Plan and increased”
the Guaranteed 7ncome Supplement for seniors.

In September, our Government will move forward quickly with
legislation on additional priorities, including legistation to
scrap the wasteful and tneffective longgun registry.

In the coming weeks and monthis, 7 urge you to contact my
office with any questions or concerns you may have. 7m
looking forward lo meeling and speaking witf all of you as we
move forward logether during this great time in Canada’s
nistory.

Sincerely,

The Honourable Lynne Yelich, PC

Minister of State (Western Fconomic Diversification)
Member of Parliament for Blackstrap

Blackstrap



Budget 2011

Canada is one of the top-performing economies in the world.
Canadians can be proud of what our country has achieved thanks,
in part, to Canada’s Economic Action Plan.

e Our country has posted the strongest employment growth in
the G7 since mid-2009.

e Since July 2009, our economy has created over 560,000 new
jobs.

e Our work-sharing agreements have helped save 277,000
already-existing jobs.

e The Hiring Credit for Small Business will reduce the cost of
Employment Insurance (EIl) premiums for small business in the
first year of a newly-created job.

o We're investing in the repair and maintenance of federally-
maintained roads, bridges and dams to help create
construction jobs in your area.

Our Government is taking the next step in delivering real tax
savings for Canadians through the Next Phase of Canada’s
Economic Action Plan - our low-tax plan for jobs and growth,

o Family Caregiver Tax Credit - will provide relief for
caregivers of all types of infirm dependent relatives.

e Children’s Arts Tax Credit - will be available on eligible
expenses related to children’s artistic and cultural activities.

o Volunteer Firefighters Tax Credit. Our Government is
recognizing the risk and hard work of our regional volunteer
firefighters.

o Extending the ecoENERGY Retrofit Homes Program to help
families lower their energy bills and support jobs in home
renovation.

Hon. Lynne Yelich, PC, MP



Supporting Families

As part of the Next Phase of Canada’s Economic Action Plan, our
Government will work to return to a balanced budget without
raising taxes, and without cutting transfers to the provinces.

e We will conclude the stimulus program we have provided as
part of Canada’s Economic Action Plan.

o We will close tax loopholes that allow some businesses and
individuals to avoid paying their fair share of tax.

e We will launch a comprehensive review of government
operating spending, aimed at improving the efficiency and
effectiveness of government operations.

Our government will commit to the following tax savings once

A'S ECONOMIC

the budget is balanced in
2014-15:

e The Family Tax Cut will

see Income splitting for
families with dependent
children under 18. ltis
estimated that almost 1.8
million families will reap
rewards of $1,300 in annual
savings.

Adult Fitness Tax Credit - :

We're expanding the
popular Children’s Fitness
Tax Credit to include adults
to help support Canadians
who choose a healthy,
active lifestyle.

Double the Tax-Free
Savings Account limit from
$5,000 to $10,000.
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Supporting Seniors

Canada’s seniors deserve a secure and dignified retirement that
reflects the contributions they have made for our great country.
Through the Next Phase of Canada’s Economic Action Plan our
Government has taken action to better the lives of Canada’s
seniors.

e Enhanced the Guaranteed Income Supplement (GIS) for low-
income seniors, providing an annual top-up amount that will
benefit more than 680,000 seniors.

e Increased funding for the New Horizons for Seniors
Program, ensuring seniors can benefit
from active living and participation in
their communities.

e Working to eliminate mandatory
retirement, allowing Canadians to
choose how long they wish to remain
active in Canada’s workforce.

¢ A Pooled Retirement Pension Plan
will provide a low-cost pension option
for small business owners and their
employees.

Since 2006, the Government has provided support to Canadian
seniors and pensioners, including:

e Providing over $2 billion in annual tax relief for seniors and
pensioners;

Completely removing 85,000 seniors from the tax rolls;
Raising the GIS exemption from $500 to $3,500;

Introducing pension income splitting;

Introducing an automatic renewal of the GIS;

Making significant investments in affordable housing for low-
income seniors;

Raising the age credit amount - twice; and

o Doubling the pension income credit.

Hon. Lynne Yelich, PC, MP



New Horizons for Seniors

The New Horizons for Seniors Program (NHSP) is a federal Grants
and Contributions program that supports projects led or inspired
by seniors who make a difference in their communities and in the
lives of others.

The NHSP supports projects that aim to address one or more of the
following five program objectives:

1. Promoting volunteerism among seniors and other generations.
Engaging seniors in the community through the mentoring of
others.

3. Expanding awareness of elder abuse, including financial abuse.

4. Supporting the social participation and inclusion of seniors.

5. Providing capital assistance for new and existing community
projects and/or programs for seniors.

Organizations are invited to apply for funding through calls for
proposals.

For more information on the Program and how to apply for funding,
visit the website at www.hrsdc.gc.ca/seniors or call 1-800-227-9914.

Apply Now!
Open Call for Proposals
for Community-Based
Projects

Grants of up to $25,000
are available for projects
that encourage seniors to
share their skills and
experiences with others
and help communities
increase their capacity to
address local issues.

Deadline for applications
September 16, 2011
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Senate Reform

e On June 21, 2011 our Government introduced Bill C-7, the
Senate Reform Act.

e Today, Senators can serve terms as long as 45 years and have
no democratic mandate from Canadians.

e Bill C-7 will limit all Senate
appointments made after
2008 to one 9-year, non-
renewable term.

e This is an important step in
restoring the credibility of the
Senate.

e This legislation will encourage
the provinces/territories to
implement their own democratic processes for the selection of
Senate nominees in order to give Canadians a say in who
represents them in the Senate.

e We will respect the outcome of any democratic selection process
made by the provinces/territories.

e Our government will provide the principled, accountable

leadership and good clean government that Canadians deserve.
Reforming the Senate remains a priority.

SASKATCHEWAN SENATORS

Senator Party Appointed Retirement Date
Raynell Andreychuk PC 11Mar93 14Aug19
David Tkachuk PC 08Jun93 18Feb20
Pana Merchant L 12Dec02 02Apr18
Lillian Dyck L 24Mar05 24Aug20
Robert Peterson L 24Mar05 190ct12
Pamela Wallin C 02Jan09 10Apr28

Hon. Lynne Yelich, PC, MP



Long-Gun Registry

We must stop targeting law-abiding gun owners -
farmers, hunters and sport shooters.

Our Government will act on its promise to introduce
legislation to end the wasteful and ineffective long-gun
registry.

The long-gun registry was originally budgeted to cost
Canadians $2 million.

The long-gun registry has become a financial sinkhole
with estimated costs exceeding $2 billion.

Between 2003 and 2007, a total of 2,441 homicides were
recorded in Canada. Of these, only 47 (under 2 percent)
were committed with the nearly 7 million rifles and
shotguns known to have been registered.

Gun control measures in Canada continue to require that
anyone seeking to acquire firearms and ammunition shall
first undergo a background check, pass a firearms safety
training course and obtain a valid

firearms license. , ot
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In the next session of

Parliament we will introduce
legislative amendments to
eliminate the requirement for
Canadians to register their non-
restricted long guns.

We will continue focusing on more
effective measures to tackle crime and
keep guns out of the hands of violent
criminals.

Blackstrap



Human Smugglers

Indonesian National Police have intercepted a human smuggling
vessel believed to have been destined for Canada. This vessel
was intercepted in Indonesian waters.

e The Harper government is taking action to prevent the abuse
of our generous immigration system by criminals that traffic
in human beings.

o« Cooperation with international partners is a big part of those
efforts. We thank the Indonesian Government and the
Indonesian National Police for taking responsible steps and
their professionalism.

e Human smuggling is a despicable crime. Smugglers take
advantage of vulnerable people and put lives at risk.

e Our government will continue to welcome legitimate refugees
who respect our laws and play by the rules, while targeting
criminals that take advantage of our generous system.

e Our government received a strong mandate from Canadians to
pass The Preventing Human Smugglers from Abusing
Canada’s | mmigration System Act

e Once law, the Act will complement existing efforts by Canadian
law enforcement to prevent human smuggling operations
outside Canadian territory.

e This legislation will
strengthen Canada's
ability to prosecute
human smugglers,
deter those who would
seek to jump the
queue, and maintain
the integrity and
fairness of our
immigration system.

Hon. Lynne Yelich, PC, MP



Home Improvements

Our Government wants to put more money back in the
pockets of Canadians.

That is why our Government is renewing the EcoEnergy
Retrofit program by one year (until March 31, 2012) by
investing another $400 million.

Homeowners are eligible to
receive reimbursements of up
to $5,000 to make their homes
more energy-efficient.

With this investment, we will help
250,000 more hard-working
Canadians save on home
improvements and energy
costs while protecting the
environment.

Beyond the environmental
impact and savings for
Canadians, our renewed one-
year commitment to this program
will produce important economic benefits across Canada.

Canadians participating in this program will hire local
contractors and purchase new windows and furnaces, helping
our manufacturing and retail sectors.

In fact, it will generate an estimated $4 billion in economic
activity in Canada.

Apply for your grant today! Visit www.ecoaction.gc.ca

eCOACTION

Using Less ® Living Better

Blackstrap



Volunteer Awards

You have seen them lead fundraising events or spearhead new
initiatives to tackle local challenges. Often they work behind the
scenes. They are the key to the success of our communities and
every day their contributions help make Canada stronger by
making a difference and inspiring hope.

They are the individuals, local businesses and not-for-profit
organizations that volunteer their time, energy and skills to improve
the well-being of families and communities across Canada.

The Prime Minister’s Volunteer Awards (PMVA) is a new
program that has been created to celebrate these contributions.

A total of 17 awards will be given. Recipients will be eligible to
identify a not-for-profit organization to receive a grant for $5,000
(regional awards) or $10,000 (national awards).

Fifteen regional awards include three categories:
e Community Leader Award
e Business Leader Award
e Social Innovator Award

There will be two national awards:
e Emerging Leader Award
o Lifelong Achievement

B o 1| o
Award
The first call for nominations is % HE&E CD R )g

open until September 9, 2011.
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| know that there are numerous individuals, businesses and not-for
-profit organizations across Blackstrap that deserve to be
nominated for this award. Recognize their contributions and show
your appreciation by submitting a nomination. Nominees can be
individuals or groups, businesses or not-for-profit organizations.

More information can be obtained from www.pm.gc.ca/awards or
by calling 1-877-825-0434.

Hon. Lynne Yelich, PC, MP



Parks Canada

This year marks the 100th birthday of Parks Canada — the world’s
first national parks and historic sites service.

Our Government has carried on this tradition of conservation. We
have taken action to protect vast areas of land and water, including
vulnerable ecosystems, habitat for endangered species, and
magnificent natural vistas. Since 2006, the area of the lands and
waters protected by Parks Canada has increased by 48%.

This achievement, and 100 years of conservation
leadership by Parks Canada, was recognized by
the World Wildlife Fund International with the
prestigious Gift to the Earth award.

Among the recent accomplishments of Parks Canada are

the six-fold expansion of Nahanni National Park Reserve and the
negotiation with Ontario for the creation of Lake Superior National
Marine Conservation Area, which will be the largest freshwater
protected area in the world.

Canadians are invited to help celebrate this proud centennial by
visiting national parks across our beautiful country. Visit
www.parkscanada.ca for more information.

mﬁ Parks Canada - Saskatchewan

¢ Batoche National Historic Site of Canada

Battle of Tourond’s Coulee/Fish Creek Nat'l Historic Site of
Canada

Cypress Hills Massacre National Historic Site of Canada
Fort Battleford National Historic Site of Canada

Fort Espérance National Historic Site of Canada

Fort Livingstone National Historic Site of Canada

Fort Pelly National Historic Site of Canada

Fort Walsh Historic Site of Canada

Frenchman Butte National Historic Site of Canada
Grasslands National Park of Canada

Motherwell Homestead National Historic Site of Canada
Prince Albert National Park of Canada
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The Royal Visit

Our government is
honoured to welcome the
Royal Couple to Canada
on their first official tour
as newlyweds.

The Royal Couple’s
decision to make
Canada the
destination for their
first official tour is a
testament to
Canada’s standing in
the world, and the
close ties between
Canada and our
Royal Family.

The Royal Couple
made 7 official stops
in four provinces and
one territory in 9 days
between June 30 and
July 8.

Our Governmentis
proud of Canada’s
history and the
founding institutions
that have helped
make our country
strong and free.
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Useful Numbers

Advance Payments Program (APP) 1-888-346-2511
Agrilnvest and AgriStability 1-866-367-8506
Canada Pension Plan (CPP) 1-800-277-9914
1-800-255-4786 (TTY)
Employment Insurance (EI) 1-800-206-7218
1-800-529-3742 (TTY)
Farm Debt Mediation 1-866-452-5556
Immigration Call Centre (CIC) 1-888-242A2100
1-888-576A8502 (TTY)
Old Age Security (OAS) 1-800-277-9914
1-800-255-4786 (TTY)
Saskatchewan HealthLine 1-877-800-0002
(free 24 hour health advice with RN)
Seniors: 24 Hour Abuse Line 1-800-214-7083
Victim Service 1-888-286-6664

Provincial MLA’s in Blackstrap

Arm River-Watrous 567-2843
Greg Brkich, MLA

Humboldt 682-5141
Hon. Donna Harpauer, MLA

Rosetown-Elrose 882-4105
Hon. Jim Reiter, MLA

Saskatoon Eastview 477-4233
Judy Junor, MLA

Saskatoon Greystone 933-7852
Hon. Rob Norris, MLA

Saskatoon-Nutana 664-6101
Pat Atkinson, MLA

Saskatoon Southeast 955-4755

Hon. Don Morgan, MLA

Blackstrap



Contact

Hon, Lynne Yelich, PC, MP

BLACKSTRAP

Ottawa Office
Room 546-S, Centre Block
House of Commons
Ottawa, ON K1A 0A6
Tel: (613) 995-5653
Fax: (613) 995-0126

Email: Lynne.Yelich@parl.gc.ca
Website: www.lynneyelich.ca

Saskatoon Office Kenaston Office
#71 Market Mall 309 Central Avenue
2325 Preston Avenue F P.O. Box 56
Saskatoon, SK S7J 2G2 | Kenaston, SK S0G 2NO

Tel: (306) 975-6472

Tel: (306) 252-6100
Fax: (306) 975-6492

Fax: (306) 252-2221
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